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THE MIDDLE EAST IS
L I \ ) I N( ; FAST BECOMING A

REGIONAL MAGNET FOR
LUXURY BRANDS.
WITH FASHION
BLOGGERS GROWING IN
ABUNDANCE, ARAB

D R E A M DESIGNERS GAINING
GLOBAL RECOGNITION
AND THE LONDON

COLLEGE OF FASHION
RUNNING COURSES IN
DUBAIL ALEXANDRA
ROHUT-COLE SAYS A
NEW VOGUE CAFE AND
GQ BARWILL COMPLETE
THE LIFESTYLE.

HAUTL,

couture 1s a mushrooming market in the Middle
East, with women from the region becoming the
world’s biggest consumers of couture fashion.
And all over the region they are not just buying
fashion, they are rapidly creating it, too.

Lebanese designs, Elie Saab being the most
prominent designer, are already a fixture on the
red carpet. With workshops in Milan and Paris,
Saab gained global recognition when Halle
Berry wore his dress to collect her Oscar in
2002. Saab suitably dubbed his intensely
feminine and glamorous §S13 collection
“Heiress.”

The couture house of Georges Chakra, also
from Lebanon, has shown at Paris since 2001,
producing pure red carpet style and garnering a
following by Beyoncé and Jennifer Lopez while
Zuhair Murad has haute couture and ready-to-
wear boutiques in Beirut and Paris, witha
showroom in Milan. Kristen Stewart is a fan of
his designs. But the icing on Murad’s cake must
have been at the 2011 wedding of HRH Prince
William to Catherine, now Duchess of
. | . Cambridge when Princess Ameera Al-Tawee] of
1 ' N Saudi Arabia wore a Murad design.

| | What better fashion ambassador could there
be than the eternally elegant and stylishly
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DESIGHN BY REEM AL KANHAL.

original HH Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, wife of the Emir of
Qatar? HH Sheikha Moza is the chairperson of Qatar
Foundation and set up Qatar Luxury Group (QLG) in 2010
under the QF umbrella. With a stake in Le Tanneur & Cie,
Tiffany and Valentino, rumor has it that QLG is soon set to
unveil its own luxury fashion brand designed by none other
than French couturier Stephane Rolland.

Also in Qatar, Palestinian, Lama El-Moatassem of the hugely
successful Toujouri label, based on The Pearl in Doha - in Peter
Marino designed space, no less - is taking the brand one step
further. EI-Moatassem has designed a collaborative collection
with Carmen Haid of luxury vintage online boutique Atelier-
Mayer.com. Toujouri is certainly living up to its Arabic meaning
of “treasure chest.”

Bahrain-based designers Shaikha Noor Al Khalifa and
Shaikha Haya Al Khalifa of Noon by Noor have created a label
that is fast establishing itself, having shown in Paris and New
York with Olivia Palermo, Nicky Hilton and Cory Kennedy all in
the front row at their NY show 5513,

So, is it tougher being in fashion and of Arab descent?
Bahraini haute couturier Khaleda Rajab is based in Bahrain and
showcases her designs in Harvey Nichols, Kuwait. Her client
base is international but mostly Middle Eastern — Kuwait,
Bahrain, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Oman. Her style is European
and sexy. Rajab explains that the start was hard: “At the
beginning of my career I didn’t get the Middle East attention, I
never played it safe.” She stayed true to her design aspects and
didn’t let what people thought get in the way. She says: “It made
me want to be a role model for designers who doubt their
designs due to the conservative culture. There are a lot of
upcoming local designers that are bringing different styles and
ideas to the market, and there is no holding back any more.”
Rajab is launching her new ready-to-wear line ‘Hang It,’ this
month in Europe and the Middle East.

Over in Saudi Arabia, couturier Reem Al Kanhal of Reem
Kanhal and the ready-to-wear line RK Designs (to be found in
her Rivadh showroom and in Sauce Dubai, Dubai Mall)
acknowledges that being born and raised in Saudi Arabia could
have prevented her from being what she wanted to be but she
managed to transcend her surroundings. Her designs sell all
over the world, while her showroom is in Riyadh. She
showcases her designs also in Jeddah and Dubai and soon will
show in Qatar and Kuwait. Of the fashion scene in the Middle
East she says: “It’s blossoming and Middle Eastern designers

DESIGNER REEM AL KAMHAL.

are becoming strong and international.” Al Kanhal dedicates her
work to Strong and independent women in the world, aware of
their femininity and willing to express it in a sensual though
elegant and simple way.

The Middle East is certainly a regional magnet for luxury
brands, with Condé Nast Publications Inc. giving a true stamp of
approval by launching Style.com Arabia, in Arabic and English,
in October 2012. Hot on the heels of leading digital fashion
website Style.com, it is Condé Nast’s first fashion and beauty
title to have a presence in the Middle East.

And early this year a Vogue Café will launch in the 96,000 sq.
ft luxury level Shoe District within Dubai Mall serving
international cuisine (but no alcohol), created by Conde Nast
Restaurants’ Chef, Gary Robinson. A GQ Bar, serving alcohol,
will also open in Dubai within an international five-star hotel.
Stuart Nielsen, Director of Conde Nast Restaurants elaborates:
“Vogue Café Dubai is our first step into the Middle East market
and, together with the GQ Bar, forms an integral part of Conde
Nast International’s strategy .

Further answering the call to all things fashion, the renowned
London College of Fashion is slaking the thirst for fashion
knowledge in the region by opening a college in Dubai offering
courses such as Styling, Design and Luxury Brand Management
— all are regularly fully booked. LCF Senior Business Manager,
Linda Roberts says: “We felt there was a lack of opportunity for
education on the business side of fashion, and with the UAE's
strong retail industry there are a lot of aspects of fashion
management that go with that. We initially focused on this
particular area because we felt it opportune and we recognised
the entrepreneurial spirit of young people in the region.” Emirati
students, British, Jordanian, Lebanese, Kuwaiti, Saudi Arabian,
Indian and Qatari have all been lining up to attend.

Bahrain-based fashion blogger Dana Al Khalifa of the
overdressed.com says: “There’s been a huge rise in great talent
over the past three years from designers and curators to artists. It
is very exciting. The fashion scene in particular has boomed, the
number of designers who produce and design to international
fashion standards has also increased.”

Al Khalifa continues: “Arabs are very proud of their culture;
however Western clothing provides an element of reality and of
convenience.”

The future of fashion is clearly on a collision course that will
happily result in a continuous and exciting melding of Arab and
Western style.
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