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f anyone can define modern Italian fashion
and styla. it is suwrely Frida Gianning, who
bafore reaching the agae of 35 was mamead
the Greative Director of Guood, one of aly's
most renowned fashion houses. Hers hias
bean a meteoric carear, Barely a decade
alter graduation, she toak her first runway
= ___ bow after her debut ready-to-wear collection
for Gucei, ushering in a new era at this Floreniineg
house—a sophisticated balancing act of Nalian tradition
with innovation, crafismanship with modernity,

Asa leenager growing up in Rome, Frida would

nge her Vespa scooter through the fabled Renaissancao
streets en route to Rome's Fashion Academy, Aller
:nllegg. sha j|:|i:1|_‘:|_j Fenchi, bﬁ:cl:’:l'l'llﬂu E!E.'E:lg ner of k=ather
gocds and developing profound knowledge of haute
gamme [talian know-how. The daughier of an architect
father and art histary professor mothar, Frida was hand-
picked by Gucer in Septernber 2002 to be its Handbag
Design Directon, Mext, Guoei created a new title of
Creative Director of Accessories for Frida, placimg her in
charge of {he crealion of all non-apparel callections—
from luggage and silks to fine jewellery and walches.

Her mix of technical self-assurance and savvy
business sense shone through. Meticubous research
into Gueci's carefully assembled archives led Giannini
1o re-invonl Bhouse classics as covelable accessones,
such as the Flora scarf pattern, a style originally created
for Princess Grace. By 2006, she was staging har firsi
women's ready-to-wear show, injecling boyish suits,
Maral blouses, skits and dresses into the mix. “Women
wani mare intimate moments today,” Frida explained,
“it's not just about showing off skin,”

Following thal, she led o vanguasd of designers,
including Karl Lagerekl a1 Chanel and John Galliano at
Chrislian Dige, 10 reinvent the cruise season by taking
It on a global tour. First to Mew York and then in 2008
to Rome's towaring Janicuturm Hill for a contemporany
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17th gardens. This was limed to celebrate tha TR
anniversary of Gucei’s iconic Via Condoil Bouligus,
redesigred by Frida with bronze minees, light fitlering
plexi-glass roda and free-floating staincases. Today,
Giannini's luxurious concept is rolled out n all ol
Gucci's signalure stores worldwide. In adverfising,
Frida callabarated with top talent, commissioning
director David Lyneh to make a sensual Guoci by Gucoi

fragrance advertisement, then elicitfing a windblown
fantasy commarcial with video artist Chris Cunningham
far the niew Flora fragrance, Glannini's sense of feminine
glamour drew actresses Drew Barrymore and Claire
Danea to the house for jgwellery campaigns, while her
take on the stylish contemporary man led to ihe choice
of James Franco lor Gueel's new men's ragrance,

Under Giannini‘a leadership, Guccl has also made
excepional strides in social responsibality. Owvar tha past
five years. Gucoi's partnership with Linicel Dag grown
tor bacame o glabal initiative that has raised owver Ush
7 miflion dollass {or the organisation. A star-studded
charity event at the United Mations belped o raise
USD-2.7 millicn doltars Tor bath Uriced and Madonna's
Aaising Matawi charity, In 2008, she enfisted Rihanna's
help 1o promote the Tatoo Heart collection dedicaled
to Unicel. Giannini was also named to the Board o
Directors of PPR's Foundation for Women's Dignity
and Rights, an organisaticn that "Igh'::-'\. violence against
women and helps to empower them, This inspired
her to commit herself 1o supporting Mary J Blige's
Foundaton for the Advancemeant of Wamean haow.

In parson, Frida ls witty and genile, yet driven by
pasaian. One senses in her the thrill and responsibility
of guiding this labled house with 15 own stale of 1he an
design studios and protolype degariments, finaly honed
la makao products of exceptions quality and lasting valug
It k2 this unlgue mix that has brought har internatianal
fame and resounding success in the fashon world, =





